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Welcome 
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On behalf of the Dutch government, we would like to welcome you to the Netherlands! We hope 
you have had a pleasant journey.  
 
Please find herewith the programme of your visit. Enclosed, you will also find some other 
information that might be interesting for your stay in the Netherlands. If you need any more 
information, please feel free to contact us at any time. 
 
The official opening of the programme will take place on Monday July 6 at 09.00h at the 
Netherlands Enterprise Agency where an introduction to the Dutch Democracy and what to 
expect the coming 10 days will start off the Dutch Visitors Programme.   
 
Last but not least, just in case you would already like to practice a little Dutch: 
 
Hello   = hallo 
Good morning  = goedemorgen 
Good afternoon  = goedemiddag 
How are you doing?  = hoe gaat het? 
Thank you  = bedankt 
See you later  = tot ziens 
 
 

 
@DutchVisitors 
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Logistics 
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Hotel information 
 
1-5   &  7-12  July : The Hague   5-7  July : Nijmegen 
Ibis Hotel The Hague City Centre   Hotel Credible 
Jan Hendrikstraat 10   Hertogstraat 1 
2512 GL, The Hague     6511 RV, Nijmegen 
T : +31 (0) 70 203 9001    T : +31 (0) 24 322 0498 
      E : info@in-credible.nl 
 
 

The DVP team 
 

    Monique Boon-Habets  
    Project manager 
    E: monique.habets1@rvo.nl  
    M: +31 (0)6 46 30 34 06 

Hanneke Bogaerts  
Project manager 
E : hanneke.bogaerts@rvo.nl 
M : +31 (0) 6 46152480 
 

Martijn van Lith 
Project manager 
E : martijn.vanlith@rvo.nl 
M : + 31 (0) 615477193 
 

Tim van den Bergh 
Project assistent 
E :  tim.vandenbergh@rvo.nl 
M : +31 (0) 6 13931385 
 

   Jos Spijkers 
   Programme director 
   E : jos.spijkers@rvo.nl  
   M : + 31 (0) 6 42 79 89 18 

 

 

Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO.nl) 
The Netherlands Enterprise Agency is a department of the Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs that 
implements government policy for sustainability, innovation, agriculture and international 
business and cooperation. It is the contact point for businesses, educational institutions and 
government bodies for information and advice, financing, networking and regulatory matters. 
The Netherlands Enterprise Agency implements the Dutch Visitors Programme on behalf of the 
Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
 
Visiting address: Prinses Beatrixlaan 2, The Hague 
Postal address: P.O. Box 93144, 2500 EC The Hague, The Netherlands 
 
www.government.nl 
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Participants 
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Dania Palacio Garrido 
Colombia 
dania.palacio@ptp.com.co 
+ (0) 57 321 425 3881 

 

 
 
  Livhuwani Ngwekhulu 
South Africa 
livhu@agrisa.co.za 
+ (0) 83 278 7739 

    
  

 
Rajesh Kumar 
India 
rkumar@nddb.coop 
+ (0) 91 909 915 2587
  

  
 
Bui Thi Thuy Linh 
Vietnam 
linhbtt@qh.gov.vn 
 + (0) 84 165 333 8126 

    
  

 
Sam Sadeghi  
Iran  
sam@sadeghi.com 
+ (0) 98 912 204 8217      
 

  
 
John-Paul  Etolue 
Ikechukwu  
Nigeria 
jp.etolue@gmail.com 
+ (0) 234 803 773 8806 

    

  
  
Omar Abdulaziz Al-Harbi  
Saudi Arabia  
Harbiomar@sabic.com 
+ (0) 96 656 288 2220                                                    

  
 
Assel Alzhan  
Kazakhstan 
a.alzhan@kaf.kz 
+(0) 7 701 9922923 
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About NL 
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The Dutch – all 17 million of them – live in 41,528 square kilometres, little more than half the size 
of Scotland. This makes the Netherlands one of the world's most densely populated countries. 
 
The Netherlands is best known for its tulips, windmills and clogs. And for its low altitude and 
vulnerability to flooding. Less well known is that the Netherlands has the sixteenth largest 
economy in the world, and ranks tenth in GDP per capita. Equally little known is that the Dutch 
have won Nobel prizes for chemistry, physics, medicine, economics and peace or that the world's 
planners and architects flock here to learn about Dutch solutions for this crowded country. 
 
So what kind of people are the Dutch? What about their government and politics, economy, 
history, religion, the climate, their customs and etiquette, and particular ways of celebrating 
holidays and special occasions? We hope to introduce you to many of these aspects of our 
country during your visit. 
 
The country  
The Netherlands is a constitutional monarchy 
with a parliamentary system. It forms part of 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands. The 
Kingdom of the Netherlands consists of the 
Netherlands itself and three other countries 
located in the Caribbean: Aruba, Curacao and 
Sint Maarten.  
 
Furthermore, there are three extraordinary 
municipalities of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands: Bonaire, Saba and Sint Eustatius, 
located southeast of the Virgin Islands. 
 
The Netherlands is sometimes called 
‘Holland’. Holland is part of the names of the 
two western coastal provinces, North and 
South Holland, which have played a dominant 
role in the country's history. 
 
Situated between the North Sea, Belgium and 
Germany, the Netherlands is roughly 300 km 
(+/- 190 miles) from north to south, and about 200 km (+/- 120 miles) from east to west. The 
capital city is Amsterdam, while the government is located in The Hague. Amsterdam is also the 
largest city, with a population of 834,713 (Oct 2016). 
 
Gateway position  
Thanks to the location of North and South Holland on the estuaries of two major European rivers, 
the Rhine and the Maas, these two provinces are still very important for the economy. With 
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Rotterdam being Europe’s biggest seaport, and Amsterdam Schiphol one of Europe's biggest 
airports, the Netherlands is an important gateway between Europe and the rest of the world. 
 
The Dutch  
The Dutch are the native inhabitants and dominant ethnic group (81%) of the Netherlands. They 
are also the tallest people in the world. The average Dutchman stands at 1.82 metres (just over 6 
feet), while women average nearly 1.69 metres (almost 5 foot 7). 
 
Winning the struggle against the sea has created a can-do attitude that is typically Dutch. And 
since controlling water requires many parties to meet and plan together, it has forced them to 
learn how to work as a team and adopt pragmatic solutions. European partners and the broader 
international community regard the Dutch as bridge builders and often ask them to serve as such. 
 
The dominant religious identification of the Dutch is Christianity (both Catholic and Protestant). 
Dutch society used to be strictly organised along religious or ideological lines with every grouping 
having its own schools, newspapers, trade unions, clubs and so on. Although modern Dutch 
society has become increasingly secular, legacies of the old system can still be seen today in the 
media, interest groups and the education system. 
 
Dutch society is egalitarian, individualistic and modern. Education, hard work, ambition and 
ability are valued; things considered non-essential or excessive are not. The Dutch are proud of 
their cultural heritage: a rich history in art, architecture and technological advancements, and 
involvement in international trade and affairs. 
 
The Dutch economy 
The Dutch economy is the fifth-largest economy in the Eurozone. The Netherlands is noted for its 
stable labour and industrial relations, its moderate unemployment and inflation, a sizable trade 
surplus, and its important role as a European transport hub. Thanks to a high employment rate 
and a high labour productivity, the Dutch GDP per capita is one of the highest in the European 
Union. The Netherlands, along with 11 of its EU partners, began circulating the euro currency on 1 
January 2002. 
 
The Netherlands has traditionally had an open economy and through the centuries it has been a 
strong trading nation. Today, it is the sixth largest exporter of goods in the world. According to 
research carried out by the Netherlands Bureau for Economic Policy Analysis (CPB), the 
Netherlands earns about 30% of its income from the export of goods and services. In 2013, the 
value of exports was 88% of the Netherlands’ GDP. 
 
Industrial activity is predominantly in food processing (FrieslandCampina, Heineken, Unilever), 
health care & life science (Crucell, DSM, Philips), chemicals (AKZO Nobel, DOW Benelux, OCI 
Nitrogen), petroleum refining (Shell), electrical machinery (ASML) and transport equipment (DAF 
Trucks, Fokker, VDL).  
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A highly mechanised agricultural sector employs only 2% of the labour force but provides large 
surpluses for the food-processing industry and for exports. The Netherlands is the world’s 
second-largest exporter of agri-food products.  
 
The government of Prime Minister Mark Rutte started implementing fiscal consolidation 
measures in early 2011, mainly reductions in expenditures. This resulted in an improved budget 
deficit. According to the CPB the budget deficit will amount to 2.1% of GDP in 2015; this will be the 
third consecutive year on row below the 3% level of the Maastricht Treaty. Moreover, the CPB 
forecasts a government debt level of 70.3% of GDP in 2015, which is moderate in comparison to 
other Eurozone countries. Furthermore, the unemployment rate will remain relatively low at 6.8 
% of the labour force. 
 
Internationalism  
The Netherlands is a founding member of the EU, NATO and the OECD, and has signed the Kyoto 
Protocol. The Hague area is home to more than 80 international organisations (including NGOs) 
working in the fields of peace, justice and security. The Netherlands also hosts five international 
courts in or near The Hague: the Permanent Court of Arbitration, the International Court of 
Justice, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, the International Criminal 
Court, and the Special Tribunal for Lebanon. This has led to the city being dubbed ‘the legal capital 
of the world’. 
 
People have been migrating to the Netherlands for centuries, from French Protestants 
(Huguenots) in the seventeenth century to twentieth-century immigrants from former Dutch 
colonies Indonesia and Suriname, and the Caribbean parts of the Kingdom. In the 1960s and 
1970s a labour shortage attracted many migrant workers from southern Europe, Turkey and 
Morocco. The total Dutch population is just over 17 million, 21% of whom are immigrants and/or 
belong to ethnic minorities. People with a foreign ethnic background tend to live in the larger 
cities: Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Utrecht, and The Hague. Here, they make up more than 30% of the 
inhabitants. 
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Programme 
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Saturday July 1 
Arrivals & Transfers  
 

 
       Participants                               Arrival date          Arrival time       Taxi time                Flight nr. 

 
Omar Abdulaziz Al-
Harbi * 

 
July 1 

 
09:30 

 
10:15* 

 
LH 986 

 
Dania Palacio 
Garrido 

 
July 1 

 
12:25 

 
13:15 

 
KL 758 

 

 
Sam Sadeghi ** 

 
July 1 

 
10:15 

 
11:10** 

 
LH 6843 

 
Livhuwani 
Ngwekhulu ** 

 
July 1 

 
10:25 

 
11:10** 

 
KL 592 

 
Rajesh Kumar 

 
July 1 

 
08:15 

 
9:30 

 
9W 232 

 
Assel Alzhan 

 
July 1 

 
06:10 

 
7:00 

 
KL 407 

 
John-Paul  Etolue 
Ikechukwu *  

 
July 1 

 
09:30 

 
10:15* 

 
LH 986 

 
Bui Thi Thuy Linh 

 
July 1 

 
18:45 

 
19:30 

 
KL 876 

     */**shared 
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All day  Arrival at Amsterdam International Airport Schiphol 
 
All day  Pick up by taxi driver, transfer to Ibis Hotel, Jan Hendrikstraat 10, 2512 GL The Hague 
  
All day  Check in Ibis Hotel, The Hague 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Pick up by taxi driver at Schiphol Meeting Point and transfer to Ibis Hotel, the Hague 
 
Note: The Schiphol Meeting Point is located right in the middle of the central arrival hall at 
Schiphol Plaza. Near the railway platforms you will see a giant cube constructed of red and white 
blocks. The bus driver will welcome you here.  For recognition, please look for the sign with your 
name on it. The taxi will take you to the hotel in The Hague, where a room has been booked in 
your name.  
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Sunday, July 2 
Welcome 
 

Note: Please bring your passport (ID) at all times as this is mandatory by Dutch law 
 

 
  Morning at Leisure  
 
14:00 Meet in the lobby for departure by public transportation for Museon, Stadhouderslaan 37, 2517  

HV  the Hague 
 
14:30  Museon Exhibition –the Future of Food  

Meeting with  Mr. Diederik Veerman, Curator at Museon  
Contact:  +31 (0) 6 1506 5330 
 
Topic: Future of food 

 
17:30  Welcome dinner and drinks at Brasserie Berlage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Museon: National Geographic – the Future of Food  

 
Why are we interested in the future of food? Food connects us, 
nourishes us, and defines us. In our rapidly changing globalized world, 
we need to understand how food has made us who we are today and 
how it shapes our future. This exhibition takes a look at how we will 
grow and eat in the future to meet the needs of an expanding 
population. Food does more than just keep us alive. It plays a central 
role in connecting us to the land, to cultural heritage, and to each other.  
 
Featuring the work of over 27 photographers and rich infographics, this 
exhibition is eye-opening. 
  

https://www.museon.nl/en/exhibitions/future-food 
 
 

 

https://www.museon.nl/en/exhibitions/future-food
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Monday, July 3 
Introduction to the Netherlands 
 

Note: Please bring your passport (ID) at all times as this is mandatory by Dutch law 
 

 
08:30 Meet in the hotel lobby and departure  by public transportation for Netherlands Enterprise 

Agency, Archipelzaal on the 17th floor, Prinses Beatrixlaan 2, 2595 AL The Hague 
 
09:00 Introduction to the Netherlands and the Dutch Visitors Programme by Mr. 

Vincent Stokman 
 
Topic: Introduction  
 

10:30 Short (coffee) break 
 
10:30 Introduction to food security and agriculture by Mr. Aalt Dijkhuizen, President of 

the Dutch Top Sector Agri & Food 
 
Topic: Top Sector Agri & Food 
 

12:00 Departure by bus for Koppert Cress, De Poel 1, 2681 MB Monster 
 

 12:30      Koppert Cress 
      Meeting with Mr. Stijn Baan  
      Contact: + 31 (0) 6 13573812 
 
     Topic:  Cress specialization 
 
     13:00 – 13:45 : Lunch at Rob&Bob 
     13:45 – 14:30 : Tour through the greenhouse 
     14:30 – 15:30 : Presentatation  
 
15:30  Departure by bus for Parliament, Plein 2, The Hague (estimated driving time 40 minutes) 
 

16:15      Tour through the Parliament with Mr. Michael Vos and Mr. Laurens Sijbrant  
   Contact: +31 (0) 70 318 2622 
 
17:00 Meeting with Mr. Tjeerd de Groot, Member of Parliament from the D66  
  

Topic: Work as a member of Parliament  
 

Evening at leisure (no dinner reservations have been made) 
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Further information 
 
Mr. Vincent Stokman 
Vincent Stokman completed a bachelor and master in Political Science. 
After working several years for a newspaper, Nationale Ombudsman 
and Statistics Netherlands, he started his extensive career at the Dutch 
government. Mr. Stokman worked at various ministries, such as Health, 
Welfare and Sports, Foreign Affairs, Economic Affairs, Internal Affairs 
and Financial Affairs. Nowadays he is manager of patents, valorisation 
and sectors at the Netherlands Enterprise Agency.  
 

 
Aalt Dijkhuizen 
Aalt Dijkhuizen is the president of one of the nine  Dutch Top 
sectors; Agri & Food. In his function, Mr. Dijkhuizen embodies 
the cooperation between education, business and government. 
Before his work for the Top sector Agri & Food, Mr. Dijkhuizen 
was the Chairmain of the Board of Directors at the Wageningen 
University & Research. Moreover, Mr. Dijkhuizen has been a 
member of several advisory boards including that of the Future 
Food Fund and Green yard.  
 
 
Koppert Cress 
Although the history of Koppert Cress goes back to 1987, the major growth and success were 
initiated when Rob Baan took over the company in July 2002. Rob not only changed the name of 
the company to ‘Koppert Cress’, he also had a vision and a drive to do things differently. With a 
long experience as a professional traveller, Rob came into contact with many cultures, ingredients 
and food habits. Being a passionate home-cooking chef himself, he was able to link his business 
knowledge from the seed industry with the culinary treasures he encountered on his travels. 
 

Koppert Cress specializes in cresses; seedlings of unique plants, which 
each have their own specific effect on the senses. Flavour, fragrance, 
feel or presentation, there is a cress for all. And the assortment is 
widening. Every year at least one new item is added to the collection 
of Micro-vegetables. A collection, which is presented as ‘Architecture 
Aromatique’.  
 

Koppert Cress has a direct approach of users, to ensure awareness and create demand for its 
unique products. Cressperience is a meeting room with demonstration kitchen, where chefs are 
introduced to the products and can experiment on end with them. 
 

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiTk46d9s7UAhXLbVAKHVIpBcgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.boerderij.nl/Home/Achtergrond/2016/12/Aalt-Dijkhuizen-73431E/&psig=AFQjCNF9qkrlLvWNfiv2C_cIjg5d3WD9DQ&ust=1498133968096705
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In recent years the company has received several 
rewards, recognizing the innovative approach of the 
product and the market. Twice the ‘AGF innovation 
award’ was presented to Koppert Cress. A prestigious 
biannual award given by a jury of peers in the Dutch 
vegetable industry. But also the gastronomic world 
has learned about the achievements of Koppert Cress 
and come to appreciate its products. 

http://www.koppertcress.com/ 
 
House of Representatives and Binnenhof 
The Netherlands is a parliamentary democracy. 
Once every four years the Dutch citizens entitled to 
vote, elect the people who will represent them in 
Parliament. The Dutch Parliament is called “the 
States General”. It is bicameral, i.e. consists of two 
chambers: the Senate ("Eerste Kamer der Staten-
Generaal" in Dutch) and the House of 
Representatives ("Tweede Kamer der Staten-
Generaal" in Dutch).  
 
The House of Representatives has two main duties: making laws and scrutinising the work of the 
Government. The members of the House of Representatives (MPs) are elected directly by the 
Dutch voters. In national general elections those people entitled to vote, decide which 150 MPs 
will represent them during the next Cabinet term. The duties of the Senate are scrutinising the 
Government and considering bills approved by the House of Representatives. The members of 
the Senate are elected indirectly by the members of the provincial councils. The latter are elected 
directly by the Dutch people. 
 www.binnenhof.nl 

 
Tjeerd de Groot  (D66) 
Tjeerd de Groot (1968) has been a member of the Parliament since the 
23th of March 2017. Before this Mr. de Groot was a policy officer at the 
Ministry of Agriculture and a political assistant to minister Brinkhorst. 
Moreover, Mr. de Groot was the manager of the Dutch Dairy 
Organisation. In Parliament, Mr. de Groot’s main topics of focus are 
agriculture, farming, fishery, nature and food(production) 
 
 

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiLg5-Ukd7UAhXSbFAKHRgwCiEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.nzo.nl/nl/blog/2017/03/23/tjeerd-groot-vertrekt-nzo/&psig=AFQjCNFxISBZoMes5xuKN36hz_UyXxpBJQ&ust=1498656628541381
http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwix75i4kd7UAhWLYlAKHZPgBC0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.entoen.nu/grondwet/beeld-en-geluid/tweede-kamer&psig=AFQjCNEEtmownN4mwwH8g2gaqB_cLNZBog&ust=1498656699142908
http://www.koppertcress.com/
http://www.binnenhof.nl/
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Tuesday, July 4 

Policy on Food security / Geodata 
 

Note: Please bring your passport (ID) at all times as this is mandatory by Dutch law 
 

 
 
08:30 Meet in the hotel lobby for departure by public transport for destination Bezuidenhoutseweg 73, 

2594 AC Den  Haag 
 
09:00 Dutch Policy on Food Security at Ministry of Economic Affairs 
  Meeting with: -  Mr. Willem Schoustra, senior policy officer 
             -  Mr. Jeroen Rijniers, Directorate  inclusive Green Growth at  
                                                                Ministry of   Foreign Affairs 

         -   Mr. Rubert Konijn, Manager international Topsector  
               Horticulture & Starting Materials  
 
Topic:  Government policy on food security and agriculture 

 
- Jeroen Reijniers, presentation on the food security policy “ From Aid to Trade ” 
- Willem Schoustra, implementation of this policy including the export letter 
- Rubert Konijn , role of the topsectors in public private partnerships 
- Pitches participants 
- Round  table discussion 

 
12:30  Lunch at the Ministry of Economic Affairs 
 
13:30  Departure by bus for Oosteinde 36, 2361 HE Warmond 
  
14:00 Cosine  

Meeting with Mr.  Marco Esposito, Program Manager Remote Sensing Instruments 
Contact: +31 (0) 71 52 41 842 
 
14.00 – 14.20 Welcome and introduction Cosine – Marco Esposito 
14.20 – 14.40 Short introduction (pitch) participants 

 14.40– 14.50, Presentation Condi Food , Jacques van Munster van Heuven 
 14.50 – 15.10 Presentation vanderSat – Robbert Mica  
                         15.10 – 15.30 Short break: tour of Cosine 
 15.20 – 15.40 Presentation eLEAF – Mechteld Andriessen 
 15.40 – 16.00 Presentation NEO – Steven Braakman  
 16.00 – 16.25 Round table discussion – Q&A 
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  Topic: Application of geodata for agriculture  and water 
 
16:30  Departure for Leiden city centre 
 
17:00  Leidse Loper Tour  
 Meeting with Ms. Monique Roscher 
 
                        Remark: bring walking shoes 
 
18:30  Dinner at Restaurant de Engelenbak 
 
20:30  Departure  by bus for Ibis Hotel, Jan Hedrikstraat, 2512 GL The Hague   
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Further information 
 
Dutch foreign policy – Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Economic Affairs 
Food security is a priority theme of Dutch development cooperation policy. As the world’s second 
largest exporter of agricultural products and technology, the Netherlands has much to offer. The 
Netherlands focuses on: 

 working towards an increase in sustainably produced food and better access to 
nutritious food; 

 making markets more efficient by removing barriers to national, regional and world 
trade; 

 investing in a better business climate so that the private sector can play an ever greater 
role in solving this problem; 

 contributing to worldwide research into agriculture, nutrition and management of 
natural resources, both by means of funding and the active participation of Dutch 
research institutions. 
https://www.government.nl/topics/development-
cooperation/documents/leaflets/2014/02/07/zero-hunger-zero-malnutrition  

 
 
Cosine  
Cosine is a company specialized in innovative measurement solutions with extensive expertise 
and experience in space research, metrology and optics. Cosine offers custom made 
measurement systems for industrial applications based on space technology. Cosine is active in 
the food, pharma, health, energy and agriculture markets. Cosine is also a worldwide leading 
commercial instruments developer for small satellites and aerial drones.  
HyperScout is the first ever miniaturized hyperspectral imager with its own brain. It is designed to 
be operated upon nano, micro and larger satellites. Dependent on the constellation you can 
measure what you want, where you want, when you want it. HyperScout will enable countless 
companies and organisations to use real-time earth observations in different applications for 
their insights and decisions.  
 
ALART is a laser altimeter, able 
to operate in very low light 
conditions. Using innovative 2D 
single photon counting 
detectors ALART can obtain 
more information and more efficiently compared to the previous generation single photon 
counting laser altimeters. ALART is capable of 3D mapping the Earth surface using eyesafe 
laserlight all while operating from cost-efficient satellites. It can also provide depth profiles for 
layered targets such as vegetation and water. Application are among others: agriculture yield 
prediction, ground shape for urban planning, mining, oil-and gas prediction.  
http://www.cosine.nl/markets/space-and-aerospace/ 

http://www.cosine.nl/
https://www.government.nl/topics/development-cooperation/documents/leaflets/2014/02/07/zero-hunger-zero-malnutrition
https://www.government.nl/topics/development-cooperation/documents/leaflets/2014/02/07/zero-hunger-zero-malnutrition
http://www.cosine.nl/markets/space-and-aerospace/


Come and join our programme! 

 

|22| 

Condifood 
Condi food is specialized in food quality and safety and will apply cutting edge technology to the 
benefit of all parties involved. Condi food originate from cosine measurement systems. Vision 

data is processed in real-time and will give immediate results to 
systems or operators to act upon. The hypers spectral food 
system inspect beyond the visible characteristics, defects and 
foreign materials in real-time. 
http://condifood.com/ 
 
VanderSat  
VanderSat is a leading global provider of commercial high resolution soil 
moisture data, products and services.  VanderSat provides the highest 
resolution, cost-effective and information-rich soil moisture data in the 
world. With daily observations you can make better, more informed 
decisions at any scale - whether you are monitoring crops, predicting the 
weather, performing predictive analysis, or preventing forest fires 
http://www.vandersat.com/ 
 
eLEAF 
eLEAF is a high-tech company that works on projects that matter. eLEAF is  a pioneer in 
operational satellite based solutions, and with continuously developing algorithms,  cutting-edge 
and relevant products can be provided.  The data and applications support clients worldwide to 
use water sustainably, increase food production and protect environmental systems. eLEAF  
collaborates with partners that are at the forefront of innovation in food security and water 
productivity. This enables to deal with challenges and problems the moment they arise and 
develop a structural solution for it.  eLEAF is active worldwide and has experience with delivering 
data for more than 50 countries. Clients range from public 
authorities that need a solution for complex resource 
management issues to commercial clients that require 
reliable operational monitoring products for the optimisation 
of their production processes 
http://www.eleaf.com/ 
 
NEO 
NEO, Netherlands Geomatics & Earth Observation is a specialist in geo – ITC and earth 
observations.  NEO supports civilians, municipalities, government and companies with the right 
geo-information in place, time and theme. Neo make use of big 
reliable data from sourcing from earth observations and 
translate it to relevant information Neo has specialists in geo 
information and image annalists using new techniques to 
connect this with insight in geodata and client requirements.  
 
 

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwifgoeG9t3UAhXQL1AKHaZpCCcQjRwIBw&url=http://www.godan.info/organizations/ambo-university-0?page%3D8&psig=AFQjCNGHJ7EKWVlF42wQ0YDvoF0kyzZeZw&ust=1498649355133938
http://condifood.com/
http://www.vandersat.com/
http://www.eleaf.com/
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De Leidse Loper 

The Leidse Loper is a unique walking tour through Leiden. This walk is 
the walk that allows you to become familiar with the most beautiful 
spots in Leiden. The tour includes a lot of historical monuments with 
interesting information and special sights that are generally hard to 
find.  The route comprising among other things of the Pieterschurch, 
the Waag, the Lakenhal and City Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwja7-T2zNPUAhWPYlAKHS_BDSwQjRwIBw&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Koornbrug_Leiden.jpg&psig=AFQjCNFTG5DR5dCd5WDMqEVyVidVgT-QnQ&ust=1498294623268446
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Wednesday, July 5 
Innovation & Research in Seed Breeding  
 

Note: Please bring your passport (ID) at all times as this is mandatory by Dutch law 
 

 
08:00 Meet in the hotel lobby for departure by bus for Wageningen University & Research  

(WUR), IMPULSE building - Meeting room Decision, Stippeneng 2, 6708 WE  Wageningen 
 
09:30 Wageningen University & Research (WUR) 
   

09.30 - 10.00  Welcome and general introduction to WUR by Mr. Ben Geerlings,  
                                                          Manager International Communications, Wageningen International 

 
10.00 - 10.40   Plant Genetic Resources and the Dutch contribution to their  
                                 management by Mr. Theo van Hintum, Head CGN Plant 
 
10.40 - 11.00     Introduction to Post Harvest research at WUR by Mr. Peter     

Ravensbergen, Business Developer Fresh Food & Chains, Wageningen 
Food and Biobased Research 

 
11.15  Visit of the Post-harvest facilities 
 
12:15 Transfer to Restaurant of the Future, Stippeneng 2, 6708 WE Wageningen 
 
12:30 Lunch at Restaurant of the Future  
 
14:00  Departure by  bus for Solynta, Dreijenlaan 2, 6703 HA Wageningen 
 
14:30  Solynta 

Welcome & Introduction by Mr. Pim Lindhout, head of R&D  
Contact: +31 61307630, Ms. Annemieke van Ginkel, Management Assistant 
 
Topic: hybrid potato breeding 

 
16:00  Departure for Hotel Credible, Hertogstraat 1, 6511 RV Nijmegen 
 
17:00 Check in at Hotel Credible  
 
18:15  Departure by bus for Home Hospitality Dinner at Hindestraat 72, 6531 KK Nijmegen 
 
18:30  Home Hospitality Dinner 
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Further information 

 
Wageningen University & Research centre (WUR) 
 The mission of Wageningen UR is to explore the 
potential of nature to improve the quality of life. We do 
not just develop top-quality expertise; we also help 
translate our knowledge into practice worldwide. That 
is why we do fundamental research all over the world. 
And finally, we also train professionals who, in the near 
and distant future, will discover breakthroughs in 
science and technology. A staff of 6,500 and 10,000 
students from over 100 countries work everywhere 
around the world in the domain of healthy food and living environment for governments and the 
business community-at-large. The domain of Wageningen UR consists of three related core 
areas: Food and food production, Living environment and Health, lifestyle and livelihood. The 
core area Food, feed and biobased production comprises the sustainable production and 
processing of food, feed and biobased products, international food chains and networks, food 
safety and the health aspects of food.  
www.wageningen.nl 
 
 
Restaurant of the future 

A unique blend of research and practice aimed at something as 
common as eating and drinking. A one of a kind initiative of 
Wageningen UR, in cooperation with Sodexo, Noldus IT and 
Kampri Group. 
 
The Restaurant of the Future is not just a place to experiment 
with new food products, preparation methods and self-service 

systems, but also a facility allowing close observation of consumer eating and drinking behaviour.  
 
 
Solynta 
Solynta is a leading potato seed breeding 
company based in Wageningen (NL) which has 
developed an innovative technology for 
targeted breeding of one of the world’s most 
important staple crops, potatoes. Our award-
winning hybrid true potato seeds will transform 
the way potatoes are grown and distributed 
worldwide.  
 
Potatoes are the world’s third largest staple crop, after corn, rice, and wheat. They are grown and 

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiopcWX-dDUAhWRZFAKHbYACFMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.ppmoost.nl/testimonial/solynta&psig=AFQjCNGX6vTMAbwT2OJcv2H3yGAJF-_qjQ&ust=1498203511685945
https://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj4pJfG-dDUAhUKaFAKHTvIDV8QjRwIBw&url=https://gajvbw.nl/projectenrestaurant-van-de-toekomst-wageningen/&psig=AFQjCNHhYodtQ_8EZDgeT3V03q0pBmoCug&ust=1498203618916741
http://www.wageningen.nl/
http://www.sodexo.com/en/default.aspx
http://www.noldus.com/
http://www.kampri.nl/
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eaten almost everywhere around the world. Solynta has made hybrid breeding applicable in 
potato. So what, is that special? Yes, it is.For the first time in history, we can now quickly combine 
favourable traits of different potato varieties to make better tasting, disease resistant and higher 
yielding, improved varieties. This has been done for years with foods like – for example – tomato, 
peppers and cucumbers, but no-one has ever achieved it effectively for potatoes before. 
Delivering tremendous added value to consumers, farmers and processors. 
http://solynta.com/ 
 
 
Nijmegen 
The city of Nijmegen is an interesting mix between old and new. Past and present go hand in 
hand; historic buildings are interspersed with fine examples of modern architecture.  

Nijmegen is a municipality and a city in the Dutch 
province of Gelderland. Nijmegen, the oldest city in the 
Netherlands, is situated on a range of hills near the River 
Waal. The surrounding area features hills, woods and 
polders, creating a varied countryside offering a range of 
recreational opportunities to both citizens and tourists. 
During the summer, Nijmegen has a wide variety of 
activities and festivals, including the world’s largest 
walking march.  

https://english.nijmegen.nl/ 
  

https://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiv1LHr19PUAhXHLVAKHYBRBYoQjRwIBw&url=https://justliketotravel.nl/stedentrip-nijmegen-hotspots-winkels/&psig=AFQjCNGKyCRInTVki1a2Xh5NZuzZFrNclQ&ust=1498297642487441
http://solynta.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Municipality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gelderland
https://english.nijmegen.nl/
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Thursday, July 6 
Individual programme 
 

Note: Please bring your passport (ID) at all times as this is mandatory by Dutch law 
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Friday, July 7 
Agrocluster / Vertical Farming 
 

Note: Please bring your passport (ID) at all times as this is mandatory by Dutch law 
 

 
07:20 Meet in the hotel lobby for departure for Agrico , Burchtweg 17, 8314 PP Bant 
 
09:00 Agrofood Cluster  

Meeting with Mr. Cor van Veldhuijsen, Director Agrofood Cluster 
Contact: +31 (0) 6 81 02 02 91 
 

 Topic: : agro food cluster, the food chain approach 
 

09.00 - 11.15 Visit Agrico + farm visit  
Meeting with Mr. Jan van Hoogen, General Director 
Topic: co-operation potato famers,  research and visit potato farm 

 
  11.30 - 13.20  Visit Tolsma / Grisnich storage technology + lunch at Tolsma/Grisnich 
                        Meeting with Mr. Pieter Wesseling, CEO and Mr. Vincent Hofstee, Sales Manager 
  Topic: chain of unloading storage, processing and packaging of agricultural products. 
 

13.30 - 15.00 Visit Waterman Onions  
Meeting with Mr. Arjan Dunnewind, Plant Manager 
Topic: agro logistics, supply retailers, wholesalers, processing facilities and peeling  
companies 

  
15:00  Departure for GrowX,, Keienbergweg 26, 1015 JN, Amsterdam 
 
16:00 GrowX 

Meeting with Mr. John Apesos, Managing Director and Co-Founder, Mr. Jens Ruijg, 
Operations Director and Co-founder, and Mr. Alberto Lopez Product Manager 
Contact: +31 (0 6 38 31 35 15 
 
Topic: vertical farming for  restaurants  in Amsterdam 

 
 
18:00  Departure for Ibis Hotel, Jan Hedrikstraat, 2512 GL The Hague (estimated driving time 1h15) 
 
 
Evening at leisure (no dinner reservations have been made) 
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Further information 
 
Emmeloord: World Potato City 
The former seabed in the Noordoostpolder has been an excellent source of nutrients for the 
potato for years. This produces not only good quality ware potatoes, but also seed potatoes of 
exceptional quality. 
 
Following the reclamation of the land, the farmers in the polder soon knew what to do with that 
fertile clay. All the knowledge and expertise that has been acquired since 1945 has ensured that 
the quality of potato cultivation in the Noordoostpolder has been improving all the time. 
 
Because the potato feels so at home in the polder clay, a chain of cultivators, trading houses, 
storage and mechanisation companies and educational and research institutes has formed 
almost automatically. This means that the Noordoostpolder is a 'one stop shop' for all those who 
are actively engaged in the potato sector and that is unique in the world. 
The potato sector in the Noordoostpolder is highly valued internationally. Cultivators from all 
over the world acquire not only their stock material, knowledge and expertise about cultivation, 
but also ‘hardware’ in the form of storage techniques and all kinds of machines.  
Most of the seed potatoes in the Netherlands are grown in the Noordoostpolder. 
http://worldpotatocity.com/?lang=en 
 
Agrofood Cluster  
Spreading knowledge, boosting innovation and 
stimulating business opportunities in open field 
production; those are the three cornerstones of the 
Agrofoodcluster. We are founded and financed by 
different Dutch organizations from all parts of the 
open field production. Our partners represent a 
turnover of almost 2 billion euro 
 
They are participating in cash and kind. This effort will result in requiring more customers, 
students, innovative projects and quality personnel. Our head office  is located in Emmeloord, 
center of the open field production in The Netherlands. From this location we’ve created a cluster 
of companies and organizations that has great influence nationally and internationally. 
http://agrofoodcluster.com/?lang=en 
 
Agrico 
In 1973, a group of potato growers joined forces to create one, new 
cooperative. This signalled the birth of Agrico. Now, years later, this 
cooperation has evolved into an organisation that markets potatoes all over 
the globe, breeds new varieties and invents innovative solutions. This 
demands a lot of effort, but we know what motivates us: providing the best 
potato for millions of consumers all over the world. 

https://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj0ifnfp9HUAhULKlAKHe_OAa0QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/ComSiBV/logo-design/&psig=AFQjCNEUcV6l_8bEAtNwun2KSKIpGvBsqQ&ust=1498215974871637
http://worldpotatocity.com/?lang=en
http://agrofoodcluster.com/?lang=en
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We have grown to become a global player through the cooperation between our growers, 
breeders, employees, partners and customers. Something as powerful as this can develop from 
such a simple idea as cooperation. As far as potatoes are concerned, Agrico is the right address. 
Agrico is a large, powerful, cooperative organisation. Agrico is committed to breeding and 
growing a top quality product, geared to the specific demands and local conditions of customers, 
everywhere in the world. 

We have a packing company for table potatoes  and our own in-house breeding and research 
company Agrico Research in Bant where new potato varieties are developed. We also have a large 
number of trial fields in the Netherlands and abroad where we trial our new crossings year after 
year. 
 
The sales and introduction of new varieties is co-ordinated by our head office in the Netherlands. 
We work intensively with an extensive, international network of subsidiaries and joint investment 
interests in companies in France, Great Britain, Poland, Sweden and Canada. Besides this, we also 
have agents in virtually all seed potato importing countries. 
http://en.agrico.nl/ 

Tolsma-Grisnich 
Jointly, Tolsma-Grisnich is an outstandingly 
strong combination. Together, we offer 
innovative and intelligent total solutions 
for the entire cycle of unloading storage, 
processing and packaging of agricultural products. 

Always custom-made 
Tolsma is renowned for its innovative storage technology, which assures customers of the highest 
storage efficiency. Grisnich is a specialist for client-specific installations and turnkey projects for 
unloading, transporting, bunker storage, cleaning, grading and packaging agricultural products. 
 
Total solutions 
Jointly, Tolsma-Grisnich provide smart total solutions for growers, processors and industrial 
packers of agricultural products. Both Tolsma and Grisnich have a rich history of more than fifty 
years. All the expertise that both companies have built up over the years is concentrated in the 
control technology and software for the installations. Customers can profit from this because all 
components within the entire chain are aligned with one another. 
https://www.tolsmagrisnich.com/en/ 

 
Waterman Onions 
Waterman Onions BV’s roots lie in the Dutch province of Zeeland, where our father started A. 
Waterman & Zn (A. Waterman & Sons) back in the fifties, a company that grew, processed and 
packaged potatoes and onions. 

https://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiE1JTQsNHUAhUSYVAKHQQiBewQjRwIBw&url=https://www.tolsmagrisnich.com/nl/&psig=AFQjCNGR011zDywg-pwHf2nEBYp1soDGxg&ust=1498218381088865
http://leodekock.nl/en/
http://www.desmazieres.fr/
http://www.agrico.co.uk/
http://agricopolska.pl/
http://www.agriconordic.com/
http://www.parklandseedpotatoes.com/
http://en.agrico.nl/
https://www.tolsmagrisnich.com/en/
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In 1998, the two of us, Wim and Erik Waterman, founded our own company in Emmeloord, which 
took off very rapidly. We built a completely new storage, sorting and packaging facility at our 
current location in 2002. We then built a new 5000-m2 storage and processing space in 2010, and 
added various new facilities in 2014 as well, such as a cafeteria, office space, taring space and extra 
workshop space. 

Waterman Onions packages onions of the highest 
quality year-round. By combining carefully selected 
procurement, efficient and modern sorting and 

packaging machines, and a reliable worldwide sales network, Waterman Onions is able to offer 
added value for all of the parties involved in the commercial chain. As such, Waterman Onions is 
the first choice of onion growers and customers the world over. 
https://www.waterman-onions.nl/en/ 
 
 
GrowX 
Amsterdam requires a sustainable and local farm for its food supply. GROWx Amsterdam grows 
perfect greens in the middle of Amsterdam by means of high tech vertical farming. GroX’s vertical 
farm has been designed with an obsession for detail. We work totally pesticide and herbicide free 
and grow an amazing variety of high end and sometimes rare greens. They are in this game to 
make urban agriculture the primary source of a cities fresh 
food supply. Radically decreasing logistics in their food 
system. All in an effort to redefine fresh food for cities and 
chefs. GrowX uses the latest LED lights to give our plants 
perfect sun year- round. They  source their electricity from VANDEBRON which guarantees the use 
of locally produced clean energy.  Moreover, GrowX uses around 95-98% less water than an 
equivalent conventional farm. GrowX  has built a unique system to re-use our water constantly. 
http://growx.co/ 
 
   

https://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjao7e2hNHUAhUML1AKHWegBJYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.startupfesteurope.com/site/investor-tour/the-startup-garden/&psig=AFQjCNG7SEjdp7bNCnA_7YmXOZ9buC4jVA&ust=1498206529052543
https://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiG4Pj8stHUAhUMmrQKHfAJAX0QjRwIBw&url=https://www.waterman-onions.nl/&psig=AFQjCNFrYByLOVjGGmj4yd5dd1oB6MNIkg&ust=1498219032084282
https://www.waterman-onions.nl/en/
http://growx.co/
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Saturday & Sunday, July 8-9 
Weekend at leisure: experience the Netherlands 
 

Note: Please bring your passport (ID) at all times as this is mandatory by Dutch law 

 
 
For tips regarding city visits look at:  
| www.visit-utrecht.com 
| www.iamsterdam.com/en  
| www.denhaag.com/en 
 
Museums 
Amsterdam is famous for its museums. The Rijksmuseum, Van Gogh Museum, Anne Frank 
House, and Stedelijk Museum are the most popular choices, but there are many interesting small 
museums. The city has a multitude of treasures outside the museum district. Amsterdam has 
museums to suit every type of interest.  
 
Water related cultural visits: Zaanse Schans 

 Zaanse Schans is a neighbourhood of Zaandam, near Zaandijk in the Netherlands. It has a 
collection of well-preserved historic windmills and houses; the ca. 35 houses from all over 
the Zaanstreek were moved to the area starting in 
1961. The Zaans Museum stands amidst the 
famous17th-century Dutch lowland landscape with 
monumental factories on the horizon beneath 
typical Dutch skies. The museum’s rich collection 
shows stories of the people, their lives and work, 
demonstrating the many innovations and industrial 
heritage of the area. 
 
| http://zaansmuseum.nl/informatie/bezoekersinformatie/?lang=en 
  
Kinderdijk* 
On the River Noord between Rotterdam and Dordrecht is the famous village of Kinderdijk 
("Children's Dike"), which takes its name from an incident during the St. Elizabeth's Day 
flood of 1421 after a child's cradle had been stranded on the dike. The big draw these days 

are the fantastically preserved 18th-century windmills. Now 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites, 
the 19 Kinderdijk windmills, built between 1722 and 1761, are 
the largest surviving concentration of windmills in the 
Netherlands. Originally used to drain the fenlands, these 
majestic buildings with their impressive 92-foot sails are 
open to the public from April to October, including special 
Mill Days when the sails are set in motion. 
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Dikes in Zeeland* 

  Incorporating the deltas of the Rhine, the Maas, and the Schelde Rivers, Zeeland includes 
the numerous islands and peninsulas of the southwestern section of the Netherlands. 
Consisting of some of the world's most recent land formations, much of the area is below 
sea level and therefore reliant upon impressive dikes as well as modern flood prevention 
techniques. As you travel the area, you'll see 
evidence of the engineering project known as 
the Delta Works. These massive structures - 
basically hi-tech dams - can control how 
much water enters the area's key estuaries 
from the North Sea. Consisting of dams, 
sluices, locks, dikes, and storm surge barriers, 
this awe-inspiring project has been declared 
one of the Seven Wonders of the Modern 
World. 

  
Castle De Haar* 
Near the lovely old city of Utrecht, the fourth largest in the Netherlands, Kasteel De Haar makes 
for an excellent day trip. The largest fortification in the country, this spectacular castle - built by 
the famous Dutch architect, PJH Cuypers - required so much land (it sits on a spectacular 250-acre 
park) that the entire village of Haarzuilens had to be 
relocated to accommodate it. While the original castle 
site was established in the 14th century, this newer 
structure dates from 1892 and is well worth taking the 
time to explore. Inside, you'll be rewarded by impressive 
collections of antiques, furniture, paintings, and 
tapestries, but it's the gardens that really draw the 
crowds - along with the castle's fairytale looks. 

 
* | www.planetware.com/tourist-attractions/netherlands 
 

Practical Information 
 
9292ov app This handy app helps you find your way around Amsterdam and beyond, providing 
public transport advice for the whole of the Netherlands, including all major public transport 
operators and the national railway network. 
Languages: English, Dutch. Price: Free. 
 
NS Reisplanner (travel planner) app The official app of the NS (Dutch national railway) is 
recommended for anyone planning to explore outside Amsterdam. It provides up-to-the-minute 
information on departure times, suggested routes, prices and even disruptions in service. 
Languages: English, Dutch. Price: Free. 
 
 
 

http://www.planetware.com/tourist-attractions/netherlands
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Weer Online (weather) app 
Figure out what to pack, what to wear and whether you should bring your umbrella with the Weer 
Online app. Includes 14-day forecasts for Amsterdam and locations throughout the Netherlands. 
Languages: English, Dutch. Price: Free. 
 
World Nomads Dutch Language Guide Many of Amsterdam’s residents speak English, but 
you’re sure to impress the locals if you can say a few phrases in Dutch! This free app introduces 
you to the basics. 
Languages: English, Dutch. Price: Free. 
 
Tales & Tours 
Tales & Tours is a personal tour guide app, allowing you to download free & paid multimedia 
guides featuring walks, bicycle and boat tours through Amsterdam - all available (once 
downloaded) offline on your smartphone. Includes free maps, interactive GPS function, audio, 
videos and images. 
Languages: English, German, Chinese, Russian, Italian, Arabic, Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch 
Price: Free. 
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Monday, July 10 

Agro-Logistics & Aqua Culture 
 

Note: Please bring your passport (ID) at all times as this is mandatory by Dutch law 
 

 
07:15 Meet in the hotel lobby for departure by bus for Port of Rottedam, Wilhelminakade 909,  

3072 AP Rotterdam 
 
08:30 Port of Rotterdam Authority  

Meeting with Ms. Céline van der Winkel, Business Manager Agrofood  
Contact: +31(0)6 22 97 45 98 

 
 Topic: trends & developments in perishable cargo 
 
09.45  End of meeting/ walk to Wilhelminapier 
 
10.00  Departure by watertaxi (from Wilhelminapier/ Hotel NY to Merwehaven (Marconistraat/ 

Europoint ) 

 

10.30  Visiting a perishable cargo / Rotterdam Fruit Wharf 

Meeting with Mr. Peter van der Laar, Commercial Manager  

Contact: +31 (0)6 22 46 71 51  
  

Topic: agro logistics as part of an efficient agro value chain  
 
12:00  Departure by bus from Marconistraat 80, 3029 AK Rotterdam for Neeltje Jans (Zeeland),  
                         Faelweg 5, 4354 RB Vrouwenpolder 
 
12:00 Lunch in the bus 
 
13:30  Tour at Deltapark Neeltje Jans  
 
15:00  Departure by bus for Seafarm, Jacobahaven 4,  4493 ML Kamperland 
 
15:30  Seafarm  

Welcome by Mr. Adri Bout, founder & CEO 
Contact: +31 (0)653 93 26 85 
 
Topic: sustainable  production and processing of sea fish  and shellfish 
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15:30- 16:30  Introduction Dutch aqua culture sector and policy by Mr. Wilbert    
                                                 Schermer Voest, Senior Policy Officer on Aqua Culture  at the  
                                                 Ministry of Economic Affairs.  
 
16:30 – 18:30  Introduction and tour of Seafarm by Mr. Adri Bout, CEO at  
                                                 Seafarm  
 

18:00  Dinner at Seafarm Restaurant 
 
20:15  Departure by bus to Ibis Hotel, Jan Hedrikstraat 10, 2512 GL, the Hague  
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Further information 
 
Port of Rotterdam Authority 
The Port of Rotterdam is responsible for the development, construction, management and 
operation of the port and industrial area in Rotterdam and promotes the effective, safe and 
efficient handling of shipping in the port of Rotterdam and the offshore approaches to the port. 

 
 
The Port of Rotterdam Authority is manager, operator and developer of 
Rotterdam’s port and industrial area. The Port Authority is a public limited 
company (N.V.) with two shareholders: the Municipality of Rotterdam and 
the Dutch State 
 
 
 

The objectives  are: 

 the development, construction, management and operation of the port and industrial 
area in Rotterdam;  

 promoting the effective, safe and efficient handling of shipping in the port of 
Rotterdam and the offshore approaches to the port.  

 
The Port Authority of Rotterdam lets out - on long-term leases - port sites to businesses, 
particularly to storage firms, cargo terminals and the chemical and petrochemical industry, 
including energy producers. The main sources of income are rents and harbour dues. 
 
 

The Port of Rotterdam Authority invests in the development of 
new port sites, particularly Maasvlakte 2, in public infrastructure 
such as roads in the port area, and in customer-specific 
infrastructure such as quay walls and jetties. In order to handle 
shipping as effectively as possible, we are investing heavily in a 
traffic management system, traffic control centres and patrol 
vessels. 

 
A total of 1,239 people are employed by the Port Authority. 

Rotterdam, the hot spot for cool logistics 

The port of Rotterdam is the port of choice for all refrigerated and frozen cargo in Europe. 
With an unmatched number of reeferplugs, a wide variety of specialized companies, state-
of-the-art cold storage facilities and excellent multimodal hinterland connections, the port 
of Rotterdam acts as the import and export hub for all perishables in Europe 
 
 

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_wL_2gYHVAhUPYVAKHZLcDcgQjRwIBw&url=http://worldmaritimenews.com/archives/89291/the-netherlands-allard-castelein-appointed-port-of-rotterdam-authority-ceo/&psig=AFQjCNEkEBQaU3T5N9_vhfoPZtgBRpWcHw&ust=1499855131084459
https://www.linkedin.com/company/165515?trk=prof-exp-company-name
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Rotterdam Fruit Wharf (R.F.W.) 

 Discharge and loading of specialized reefer vessels and containers 

 Reefer connections & container stack 

 Temperature controlled storage (range : 0°C / +14˚C) 

 Storage capacity 22.000 pallets, stores from 200 to 2000 pallets 

 Handling and storage of fruit and general cargo 

 Transport of containers per truck or barge 

 Stripping and stuffing containers 

 Full warehouse management system, incl. barcode scanning and EDI 

 Packaging, labelling and stickering of perishable goods (ERP) 

 All customs formalities, inspection and documentation 
http://www.portofrotterdam.com/en 

 
Deltapark Neeltje Jans 
More than half of the Netherlands lies below sea level. The 
Delta Works were built to keep everyone safe and to 
prevent a recurrence of the 1953 flood disaster. You can 
relive history at Deltapark Neeltje Jans: from the flood 
disaster to the construction of the Delta Works. 
Exhibitions, films and a visit to the storm surge barrier itself 
will give you an impression of the stupendous power of 
water. People come to view the storm surge barrier from as far away as America. 
Deltapark Neeltje Jans is located at the foot of the largest storm surge barrier in the world.  
As a work island, Neeltje Jans is part of the Oosterscheldekering. Upon the building of the 
Deltawerken a information/attractionpark was opened on Neeltje Jans. The Island is about 285 
hectare large and is located between Schouwen and Noord-Beveland, but belongs to municipality 
Veere on Walcheren. The name Neeltje Jans is derived from a boat with the same name that was 
stranded on the sandbank. 
https://www.neeltjejans.nl/en/ 
 
 
Seafarm 
Seafarm has about 25 employees in different 
departments, such as shellfish processing, 
fisheries, aquaculture and administration. The 
majority of the employees is broadly educated, 
which gives them the opportunity to work at 
multiple departments. Our employees are 
enthusiastic and motivated to ensure a high quality product to the customer. Additionally 
Seafarm has agents in different countries such as Spain, Italy and France. This allows a fast 
delivery on the international market. 

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_ouu9ndHUAhXOfFAKHVVbDQQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.dagjeuit.net/nederland/zeeland/zeelandwaterlandneeltjejans.aspx&psig=AFQjCNGjASyZfswH5g9cyo8_qo8Dw4qW4A&ust=1498213257780395
http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiageDE2dPUAhUNKlAKHRs-Cr8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.seafarm.nl/&psig=AFQjCNHVIU1e70Gx2bMuxVyspNdLfhA-Yg&ust=1498298102281112
http://www.europeretailpacking.nl/
http://www.portofrotterdam.com/en
https://www.neeltjejans.nl/en/
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It is our mission to deliver a high quality product and strengthen the trust of our customers, 
granting environment and animal-friendly conditions during fishing, producing and processing. 
Seafarm wants to be the most innovative and efficient company, encouraging other 
entrepreneurs to cooperate and create a more innovative business. We have an open attitude 
towards NGOs, implementing their feedback on our environmental awareness. Additionally, 
Seafarm intends to develop themselves continuously through innovation, to be a more 
environmental responsible and animal-friendly producer and processor of fish and shellfish. 
Therefore we apply the ‘Cradle to Cradle’ principle to make sensible and careful use of natural 
resources, sustaining them for current and future generations. 
http://www.seafarm.nl/index.php?lang=english 

 

 

 

 

http://www.seafarm.nl/index.php?lang=english
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Tuesday, July 11 

Individual Programme  
 

Note: Please bring your passport (ID) at all times as this is mandatory by Dutch law 
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Wednesday, July 12 
Financing Sustainable Initiatives 
 

Note: Please bring your passport (ID) at all times as this is mandatory by Dutch law 
 

 
08.30 Meet in the hotel lobby for departure by public transportation for FMO, Anna van Saksenlaan 71 

2593 HW, The Hague 
 
09.00 Financing of sustainable initiatives in the agricultural sector 

Round Table Discussion (incl. lunch)  
 
Inspirational speaker: Ms. Hilde van Duijn, senior consultant at NewForesight and 
Executive Director of Organic Cotton Accelerator 
Case study: Ms. Assel Alzhan, Head of Debt Capital Markets Division at KazAgroFinance 

 Moderator: Ms. Marijn Wiersma, Senior Financial Inclusion Officer at FMO 
 

Other participants: 
 FMO Entrepreneurial Development Bank: Ms. Suzanne Gaboury, director 

Agribusiness, Food & Water, Mr. Muhammad Arslan Yousaf, Investment Officer 
and Mikkel Kallesoe, Senior Sustainability Advisor 

 IDH Sustainable Trade Initiative: Bernd Isenberg, Program Officer 
 Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Björn Kuil, Senior Policy Officer Sustainable Economic 

Development Department 
 Netherlands Enterprise Agency: Michel Boom, Team Manager International 

Projects, Missions and Matchmaking 
 NewForesight: Niko Wojtynia, analyst 
 
Programme: 
9:00 – 9:15      Welcome coffee 
9:15 – 9:35      Welcome by Ms. Suzanne Gaboury and self-introduction of 

participants 
 9:35 – 10:15    Inspirational speech by Ms. Hilde van Duijn  
 10:15 – 10:30  Case study by Ms. Assel Alzhan  
 10:30 – 10:45  Coffee break 
 10:45 – 10:50  Main takeaways of keynote speech and case study by Ms. Marijn 

Wiersma  
 10:50 – 12:00  Discussion, moderated by Ms. Marijn Wiersma 
 12:00 – 13:00  Lunch 
 
Contact: Mr. Muhammad Arslan Yousaf, +31 (0) 62 954 2184 

 
13.00 Leisure time 
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15:00            Departure for Netherlands Enterprise Agency,  Prinses Beatrixlaan 2, 2595 AL The Hague 

 
15:30 Evaluation of programme by Mr. Vin Morar 
 
17:30  Departure by public transportation for Doen!, Strandweg 9, 2586 JK the Hague  
  
18:00  Farewell dinner at Beachclub Doen! 
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Further information 
 
Ms. Hilde van Duijn, keynote speaker 

Ms. Hilde van Duijn works as a senior consultant at 
NewForesight. Building on seven years of experience with the 
engineering and project management consultancy Royal HaskoningDHV, 
she is skilled in designing both the strategic foundations of sustainability 
projects as well as the tools for implementation. Hilde holds a MSc in 
System Engineering, Policy Analysis and Management from the Technical 
University in Delft. 

 
Her visionary and practical thinking was put into practice with her work for the Global Coffee 
Platform, where she refined their strategy towards a more sustainable sector, and translated this 
into a value proposition for members. In the organic cotton sector, Hilde also acted as a catalyst 
for change through her contribution to the strategy for the Organic Cotton Accelerator, and the 
rolling out of interventions to increase transparency and traceability in the sector.  
http://www.newforesight.com/our-people/#hilde-van-duijn  
 
 
Organic Cotton Accelerator 
The Organic Cotton Accelerator is a multi-stakeholder initiative focused on creating a prosperous 
organic cotton sector which benefits everyone—from farmer to consumer. Organic cotton can 

bring significant environmental and social value, but at present 
it does not make (business) sense to produce or buy organic 
cotton raw materials and garments. Farmers are withdrawing 
from organic cotton production because it is not currently 
profitable, while retailers worry about the integrity of their 

organic raw material, and are switching to other sustainable alternatives. Instead of reaping the 
benefits of organic cotton production, the outlook for the sector is a cause for concern. 
 
 
FMO -  Dutch Development Bank 
FMO is the Dutch development bank. FMO has invested in the private 
sector in developing countries and emerging markets for more than 45 
years. Our mission is to empower entrepreneurs to build a better world. 
We invest in sectors where we believe our contribution can have the 
highest long-term impact: financial institutions, energy and agribusiness. 
Alongside partners, we invest in the infrastructure, manufacturing and 
services sectors. With an investment portfolio of EUR 8 billion spanning over 85 countries, FMO is 
one of the larger bilateral private sector development banks globally. 
 

Agribusiness 
A surging global population demands long-term accessibility to affordable food. FMO finances 
sustainable agribusiness companies throughout the value chain, including farming, processing 

http://www.newforesight.com/our-people/#hilde-van-duijn
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and distribution operations. Meeting the food demand for the growing world population is one of 
the biggest challenges for the future. Stable and safe access to food supply requires a value chain 
approach in which farming, processing and distribution are brought together. By filling financing 
gaps in agribusiness, FMO creates investment opportunities and development impact. FMO takes 
a global value chain approach when investing in farming, processing and distribution – targeting 
bottlenecks and strengthening the weakest links. 
www.fmo.nl/sector-expertise 
 
 
Mr. Vin Morar 
Vin Morar is a British national. He currently lives and works in The 
Netherlands, at TSM Business School, University of Twente. He has wide 
experience in the field of Entrepreneurship, having worked in many 
different parts of the world, e.g., Britain, Netherlands, Finland, Slovenia, 
Bulgaria, Serbia, Croatia, Russia, Tanzania, Ukraine, South Africa, Seychelles, 
et cetera. He is a member of the core faculty at TSM Business School where 
he lectures on the Executive MBA Programmes. Vin has been involved in 
each Dutch Visitors Programme since the start of the programme in  2009, 
taking care of the introduction as well as the evaluation of almost each 
programme. 
 www.tsm.nl 
  
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.fmo.nl/sector-expertise
http://www.tsm.nl/
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Thursday, July 13 
Departures 
 

 
                   Name                                 Departure date        Taxi time      Departure time           Flight nr. 

  */**shared 
 
    

 

  

 
Omar Abdulaziz Al-
Harbi * 

 
13-7 

 
7:15* 

 
11:15 

 
LH 989 

 
Dania Palacio Garrido 

 
15-7 

 
--- 

 
10:15 

 
KL 749 

 
Sam Sadeghi **  

 
13-7 

 
13:30** 

 
17:40 

 
KL 433 

 
Livhuwani Ngwekhulu 

 
13-7 

 
6:45 

 
10:35 

 
KL 591 

 

 
Rajesh Kumar * 

 
13-7 

 
7:15* 

 
11:25 

 
9W 231 

 
Assel Alzhan 

 
21-7 

 
--- 

 
13:15 

 
KL 407 

 
John-Paul  Etolue 
Ikechukwu  

 
13-7 

 
5:00 

 
08:05 

 
LH 1003 

 
Bui Thi Thuy Linh ** 

 
13-7 

 
13:30** 

 
17:50 

 
KL 875 
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Notes 
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